THE _SOCTALIST PARTY of GREAT BRITAIN 


Report ef the Proceedings of the 67th Annual Conference 
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held at: 


Cenway Hall, Red Lion Square, W.C.1, on Friday, Saturday am Sunday, 


9th, loth and llth April, 1971 
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Attemiances at Conference: Delegates Branches 
present represented 


oe eee ee 


Friday morning 28 

afternocn 34 
Saturday 34. 
Sunday morning 26 


(not represented+ S, ‘Vv, Lonien, ¥, London) 


afternoon | 28 
(not represented: W, London) 


Hackney Branch not represented throughout Conference, 
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Financial Statement: 


Collections: Friday 
" evening Meeting 
Saturday 
Sunday 
literature sales: Friday 
Satumlay 
Sunday 
Canteen profits: 
Expenditure; Comvay Hall £111 
Carotaker £& § 


Fares £ 62 | £178 00 


Excess expenditure: 


16 
16. 


16 


L4 


15 


Comrade J,Edmonis was elected Chairman and Comrade E,Guy as Vice-Chairman, 


It was agreed that Standing Orders Committee act as Tellers, ani that 
Comrade Vallance, Central Branch, should be allowed to represent Miinburgh Bra rh, 


Standing Orders Committee reported that because of the postal strike it had m+ 
been possible for them to comply with Rule 23, ami Conference was asked to approve 
the Agenda, This was agreed on a resolution from Mid,Herts ami Westminster, 


All the Amendments to Rule which had beén submitted were lest with little 
discussion = the voting is given below;s= 


Haringey RULE 2 “Delete in lines 2 and 5 the words ‘the only receipt recergnised | 
being the official dues stamp'"® lost 21,25 | 
Edinburgh RULE 2 "That Rule 2 be amended +0 read ‘each member shall pay 25,04,” 
Lost 17,39 
Haringey RULE 8 “Insert in line 10 between the werds ‘above’ and ‘shall' - "or 


to cnntribute to Head "ffice funis in accordame with Rule 9" 
(Fell) 


Hari ngey RULE 9 "Re-word the Rule to read “each Branch shall pay towards Head 
Office funds 50 p,per i she per member except those excused 
under Rule 2", Lost_ 16,27 

Haringey RULE 10 "Add at the end of Rule 10 "and leaflets expressing Party 
Policy'® Lost 17,29. 


Manchester RULE 10 "At the emi of Rule 10 the following be added tand leaflets 
expressing Party policy", lot_ voted on 


Maiehester RULE 17 “Insert in line 2 afser the words “the Party literature’) the | 
words ‘that is any journal pamphlet or leaflet in the nam of 
the Party nationally'". ' ) Llost_17529 ° 


(Manchester RULE 17 "Insert in line 7 after the words ‘the Party’ _— words: Texcept 


( the work of the Branches'", 

( 

( Swansea RULE 17 "Insert in line 2 after the words "the Party literature! the 
( words 'that is any journal hae ad a or a in the. muamrodiatal 
( the Party nationally'”, | ‘To fon ake 

( Me > ae "Te6 er ae: 

( "Polete in line 6 after the words "Socialist Rerties dread” 
( the words tami otherwise Netty ry ian ne 

( Party'", ef xe f 

( at a 

( Taken as a whole ". Sunedte 


ITEM for DISCJSSION Hari neoy The need for the EC, to initiate a for 
training Conference Chairman so as to avoid pri s ituati 
Where E,C, members are Chairman of Conference dise = 
EC, business, 


Haringey Comrade Buick, This woukd merely be an extension of Rule 1 
it down that a member ot the E,C, cannot sit as delegates to 
Meeting, am it is only dogical that E.C, members s pos net wee Bl cha ir 
Conference, The Braneh was not. suggesting that 7, per have t 
in the past have abused their position but there was a eon ack 0: Pom 
had been trained for this work, ne resol’ 


RESOLUTIONS 


~~ rt 
Swansea “hat this Conference is in favour of changing the Party's name to 
‘The World Socialist Party'", 


Haringey Ame ndme nt : "Delete the word 'World’™, 
Haringey amounced that they would be voting against their Amendment), 


Comrade Ambridge, Swansea, was not himself.in favour of this resolution but Swansea 
thought it would aextes Party propaganda, Birmingham, ‘he Socialist Party of 
Great Britain suggests some sort of national socialist movement, whereas we are a 
world-wide movement, ‘The World Socialist Party’ makes this clear, 
Amendment Lost S7=nil 
Resolution "11-27 


~7- one eo 


Haringey "“N candidate in a ballot for members to the E,C, or Party Officers may 
be a member of the Ballot Committee for the period of that ballot”. 


Comrade Buick stated that members of the E.C,. would still be able to be members of 


the Ballot Committee but a candidate cannot take part in the election ani vote, 


Westminster and Central Organiser were opposed to this — it looks as though you dont 
trust Party members, If you want to elimi tate suspicion you should get an outside 
body to do the work, 


Carried 23-20 


Haringey "That this Conference holds that inthe best interests of the Party no 
further private advertisement by individual members should be permitted until a 
thorough investigation into the implications for the reputation am effective 
democratic functioning of the Party has been made® 


Amendment: Birmingham; “That the words 'Using the name of the Party’ be inserted 
after the word *members'™, 


Ame ndment; Mid,Herts, "Delete all after *permitted'", 


Somrade Buick, The adverts, by Comrade L.E.Weidberg began over twWo yéars azo with 
a full page advert, in the lew Statesman umer the false titie of an official 
amouncement by the S,P.G,.B, The E,C, took action to stop the name of the Party 
appearing, A later decision by the #,C, allowed the member responsible to advertise 
the "S,S", We are not only concerned about the advertisements but about allowing 
this situation to eontime, The Party has no control whatsoever as to what goes in 
to what is almost a mini~Standard and we do not know the résults of the ady 
tisemenirs nor of the sort of answers that have come in, These ade 
transferred to 'Tribune' have nothing to do with apie te mur 
vaking them to be official articles by the Ss. As G.B, Oar - olution ¢ 
prohibit members from putting in adverts vant an 
Mid,Herts, Camien and W,london thought enquiry 
proesdure of the Party was sufficient, Swa - ¢ 
general ruling arising out of the ee Q 

powers it needs to deal with this matte: Bd 


ah) 


Ealing "That this Conferenc 
value of £2,590. rp 0: 


Amendment, Bixmi neham: 


“om 2 See 


é mal “ 


“add "subjec 


Ealing, Now that the Party 
for funds for various activ: 


Mid, Herts, 


tor seriously or reject it altogether, We could have an off-set printing —. 
paratus at H.O, for which £2,590 ghould be sufficient to geb the equipment necessary, 
ere are members who are prepared to work on it but they will not come forward unléss 
the machinery is already in existence, Mid,Herts, Considerable emuirics have been 
made in the Party for members to do this “work | but “with very poor response - we should 
mt throw money away without guaranteed support from members able to use this 
equipment, Lewisham, Opposed = we are a voluntary organisation with a limited 
membership able to work, We are short of regular writers for the "S,S". Do mt ada 
to our problems by getting machinery which may eventually rot in the basement, 
Haringey expressed a similar view ani Westminster were of the opinion that £2,500 
was, in any case, only half the amount which would be required, (iid,Herts.disagree’ 
with this and reiterated that £2,500 would be sufficient), Swansea ‘he members wic 
are in favour of this should have come to Conference with more technical wighpeigin A 
Manchester were in favour and thought that the Party should provide all Bramhes with 
sufficient members with their or mm Roneo or Gestetner duplicators, 

In reply, Comrade Critchfield stated that with our own printing press ther» 
would be lower production costs, we could turn out short leaflets ami we could keep 


the plates of our pamphlets and bring them up to date more quickly, It would also 
solve some of the S,S.P,C's present problems, 


fid Herts, Amendment Lost 15 = 30 
Birmingham "14 = 
Ealing resolution .~..000" di = 52 


Ma rhest er ‘This Conference instructs the E,C, to aid alk tnterested Branches 


in purchasing duplicating equipment", 


Comrade Bradley stated this would help to keep Branches alive and would be an 
incentive to members to be active in local problems, Lost _ 1? - 29 


Manchester's resOkution to implement the 'Knight' Report was also Lost 14-29 


Edi nburgh “That this ‘Conference is of the opinion that the present method of 


issuing membership cards each year is unnecessary and costly and should 
be rescknied as soon as possible", 


Addend:r; Birmingham; "ut that a date-stamp ani treasurer's signature should be 
put into membership cards each year for members in good standing", 


Comrade McDonagh, A date stamp and Treasurer's signature for members in good 
staming would prevent members who have left the Party claiming membership, Camden 
poimted out that this w ould require an amendment to rule, (The cst of printing 
1,000 membership Cards is approx, £40), 
Addendum Iost 12 = SL 
Resolution §" 20 = 26 


The Chairman here introduced Comrade Rab of the “,5,P,.U.S, Comrade Rab, 
as fraternal deleesate of the American Party, brought greetings from the American 
comrades and best wishes for a fruitful Conference, thrashing out matters of contern 
to the S,P.G,B, Comrade Rab wont on to speak of his experiences over the years in 
the socialist movement from as iar back as 1954, He was optimistic for the future, 
regarding optimism as a test of our understanding of social forees, Our latent 
strength is that history, scienee and even necessity are all on our side, There had 
been an increase in their membership over the last few months of 8 or 9 new members, 
all unfier the age of 30, ami there was an increase in applications for subscriptions 
to the ,S" of 20, 

The General Secretary read to delegates letters of greeting from: 


S.P, of New Zealand (Comrade Higden, Auckland) with an up to date report of thetr 
activities, 


S.P, of New Zealand (Comrade Everson, Wellington), | | 
Greetings were also received fran Comrade Vogt on behalf of our Sell in ‘sbttait 
Their letter mentioned the financial difficulties they were having in keeping up the 
publication of their journal, the I,F,, and their sadness at the loss of 


R. Frank who had been their mainstay for so many years, giving them his valuable Rely 
and encouragement, 


4. 


“a P ow 
Westminster (Fl,Resolution, canbined with a resolution from Cam den): “That thig ad & 
Conference recognises the great work which has been done in Au stria by the -_ —_ hy 2s gy 
Party ami urges them to contime, The E,C, is requested to give the Austrian ood v4 


comrades all possible support, both financially and otherwise, in the production ost 
the I. F,¥". 
Carried unanimously 


ITEM for DISCUSSION 


Westminster: Branch autonomy 
Comrade May, It appears obvious that there is some dissatisfaction, particularly 


amongst provincial Branches in this matter, five Branches out of seven having just 
voted against any direction by the B,C, Unfortunately, no provincial delegate ius 
stated why they wish to alter the present rules, ‘The Propaganda Committee receives 
requcssts at times from provincial Branches for speakers or for financial help, 

which are always met to the best of our ability, We have tried to set up regional 
committees but this did not get off the groumi, We do not know what you really venx:. 
adi nbureh said what they vanted was autonomy in the production of literature, The 
E.C, should only function to supervise the general work of the Party with the 
exception of literature, Any member who has been accepted by the Party can put the 
Party's case, Lewisham: A second opinion in regard to any of our publications is 
always advisable — this does not mean that the E.C, is dictatorial, The E,C. is 
elected by the Party ami if you dont like the vay they work you have the eed in 
your own hands, Swansea: were not asking for Bramh autonomy but that the EC, 
should ease up on the controls they exercise on Party members, The growth of the 
Party comes mainly from outside London and these members should not be stultified 
in the vork they are trying to do in their areas, Comrade Holford, Brighton 
Grou», did not wish to criticise Branches and would like them eventually to be able 
to produce their own literature, but it needs skill and experience to produce good 
literature and we should go aout this gradually, Haringey agreed that some 
vetting of literature was necessary at the present time but this does not mean it 
Should be done by the E,C, To have literature vetted by the S,S.P,C, would be a 
better idea as they have greater experience — it would also reduce the amount of 
work required of the EC. Comrade DtArcy (E,C). Tmere seems to be a view 

among Branches that the man on the spot is a better judge of local comitions, This 
attitude should be avoided like the plague, We should never try to aol our eo 
of visw in connection with local comlitions as they see them = this) 

to the Branches and will wt help extend our case. If Sena 
locally which is of great importance it will Lise 3 nati 
have a Zo at it, The Party's case is of general's 
thoy spoak on behaif of the Party and not asa E 
You cannot get instant experience, and 
last five years the Party has given more adc 
before in its history and yet the ae of 
gone down, There have been three c sion 
have rushed in am printed literature vad. c 
case, Comrais Baldwin (B,C); The 

is anywhere | eiso and the ELC, canéc 
mist be Party effort, mt isc 1 ef 
all they do they have the back’ ng c 
Party is represented at H,0, ~nelu din 
vote for anE,C, to carry out cert. ai. . 
there should be an attitude of cont pe oe 
Camien; All ee 20uL 
opinion from experienced members ist 
should appreciate this, We ere ex 
are not maintaining the necess 
useful a way as possible, AC 
for the Provimes, omTPadse Ove 
training and no qualifications, 
with mistakes, Urgency is im 
with this matter in the cont 
lomion (one not rep a 
in Central Branch who 
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If you find yourself the only member in your Branch that is qualified to speak, why 
earmot three of the younger members go along ami sit in the backerouni? It would 
help them to sq te Regarding literature, the E.C, would welcome the 
ehance to look at literature —- make the E.C, work el 

important, Ido not think you would be turned ion We tec anes colindiendl and a 
postal service, Regarding Edinburgh's ‘Seven Days fbr Socialism’, we did our best to 
sem speakers ~— did you feel the heavy hand of the E,C, ther? 


Comrade Iawrence, Central Branch Secretary: It is fair t say that out of a 
membership of 200 only about 30 Ballot Papers have been received, and it is always 
about the same figure, There is a tremendous amount of work involved which has often 
to be done very quickly, It might be worth while at some time putting down as a 
question to be discussed whether the limited use that Cerntral Branch members make of 
this scheme justifies the amount of work entailed, 


LTEM for DISCUSSION 


Westminster Is our accepted education classes system relevant to the needs of 
_members_in the 70s? 


————- ——_ 


_———-s 


Comrade Goodman; In spite of the work Comrade D'Arcy has put into organising classes 
the response has been disappointing both from those who support classes am those who 
do not. The Brarrh is concerned as to why classes are not successful and why there 
seems to be a lack of enthusiasm, We have lots of members who are anxious to learn 
but for some reason or another are not availing themselves of the facilities 
available, Are our present aims in teaching suitable for today? Comrade Buick, for 
Education Committee: The fact that you have two different bodies concerned with 
teaching results from a mix-<up over a Conference resolution, which has not helped 
matters, The fact that nobody can be found to turn up to the educatioml elasses 
that have been organised proves that they are not relevant to new members, A 
suggestion was put forward that a different approach was needed, that the work of 
the Fducation Committee ought to be to produce booklets, or study courses, or to 
erganise education classes at Branch level, There are at present warious Branch 
Lectures followed by discussion, We produced a study guide to "Value, Prise am 
Profit’ which was of benefit to Central Branch members who cannot take part in 
Classes organtsed here, Comrade D'Arcy, Education Organiser: It was agreed with the 
B.C, that we should try to get a speakers: class running and that a mndition of 
entry to the classes should be that applicants should have read “Yage,Labour ani 
Capital", "Value Price and Profit", and “Socialism, Utopian am Scientific", W 
members have applied to join this class, The last class which was run here was a 
general knowledge class, It started with 7 or 8 and trickled down to 4, We also ran 
@n economics class which was reasonably successful, Mid,Herts, ami VJestminster have 
been ruming their own classes with some success, Branch autonomy in this kind of 
activity is good, and as far as I am concerned, if Branches want to do this they can 
have assistance from H.0, Tape recordings can be sent, We have also tried the 
Teach-In method and we have also had Schools, But members should at least attend a 
speakers class — there would be three or four experienced teachers to assist, 
Members are passing this by, 


ITEM for DISCUSSION 


Westminster: "Socialist Standard" - methods of improving presentation am contents, 
Gomrade May: Westminster think that over the past couple of years there have been 
far too many book reviews in the "S,S", We realise that they can be an important ani 
interesting part of any journal but, speaking from memory, it seems that a quarter of 
the "S,S" has been taken up reviewing books that have been published, ‘hile the 
subjects of these books is of importaneec to the publisher who has taken a gamble on 
whether or not he will be able to sell it, the subject itself is not necessarily of 
mati,nal importance, Rather than devote mush of our writing to subjects that haye 
been written by another author we should be endeavouring to cover these fields oux 
selves from the socialist point of view, Just attacking an author about what he says 
about something is not necessarily a good thing. We feel that the presentation of 
the "S,S" over the last few years compares unfavourably with those of four or five 
years ago, The 5,5,P.C. might comsider setting up a writers class ora , “A 


correa~ Dy 
pondence class with younger members coming in, Bearing in mini that as a quarter of | 


a 


the membership is in Central Branch and nearly 50% of Brarches are not in Ionfon 9 an”, 
anyway, whatever we are ale to do from an educational point of view in regard ¢5 
writers classes can only cater for a small mmber of members, Comrade Youngs 
The "S,S" represents our main propaganda work and the fact is it is not working very 
wait aol a5 Gee entirely satisfied, I appreciate deeply am sincorely what this 
job means to members who have to do this work month after month, who also have 
their own work to do an& with danestic responsibilities, and I do not like to 
eriticise, But the whole tone and atmosphere of the journal gives an impression of 
a rather respectable old gramny on the side lines looking at things from afar - 
until we get socialism nothing will be any good! I fail to see the aggression, the 
combative note, There are now a flood of the wrks of Marx but the "S,5" does not 
go into this enough, I do rot agrce ‘there is a shortage of competent writers, I can 
mention a dozen now who have been excellent contributors but they are never asked, 
When I write anarticle I do not even get an acknowledgnent, With the immense amour, 
of stuff that needs replying to today the work should be apportioned out to cover 
different fields, If you want book reviews you have somecne in the Party who knows 
what has happened in Russia, We should look at the way the 5S.S,P,C. is organised and 
try to draw up a list of those who have been regular writers in the past, try to 
contact them and ask for contributions, They will be forthcoming, At the moment 
the "S.S" is mainly the work of a handful, am this ought not to be, It isa pity 
Comrade | ‘Ve idb erg does not write fr the "S, S" —~ he pays someone else to publish his 
stuff, We should try to enlarge the corps of writers - they are here in the Party, 
If you wish I can give you a list, Male arrangements to mobilise them, 


Comrade D'Arcy exfiorsed Comrade Young's views, The "S,S" lately has become 
something in the mture of a journal which coments -on things: it does not have the 
projection of the socialist case, It is more like a review magazine or a socialist 
onlooker, Perhaps the Cormittee is trying to be neighbourly, or perhaps it is a 
question of style, Inthe oid days it was always possible to get a copy of the 
"S.S" and be able to run a meeting on its contents, lbw we have ‘safe? writing with 
nothi ng ontentious init, It has becone a rather polished bourgeois journal, 

Comrade Vanny put the blame on the members, You should not have to ask members to 
write articles, Glasgow members criticise the "S,S" but they do not get down to 
writing themselves, If you do not like the contents of the "S,S" the remedy is in 
your own hands, Comrade Knieht eniorsing Comrade Young's remarks, s aid that if 
the S,S,P.C, asks for an article they print it but if you sem in an article unasked 
it does not go in, am the S,S,P.C, do not give reasons why the article is not used, 
They should look over their contributors and circularise them, omrade Howard, 
for the S.S,P.C, pointed out that it would help conser aaa ity rs would send 
in articles without waiting to be asked for them,  Comrac de. 3p. 
that when articles are turned down an expla tet Lomein ent 
in their report to the E,C, that during the latter 7p. 
from serious problems causing the oni aoe 
fact that there are eight.different wits 
will have six or seven, ‘The pros aaa sh 
circular has been sent out asking” it 
should have a mmber of regular featu res 
There is an article this month by Comrade 
problem has beea to get someone to dss: 8) 
skilled to do this work, ‘The publs® | 
imlusion of photographs, as suggested 
further and we would have to have B.C, 
suggested we should try to get "Ss 
could be arranged by telephone — speciTi 
particular issue the S,S,P,C, has inn 2 


ot | 
RES OLUTIONS ; i 
, 
Manchest er - “The title of th 


Manchester (Amendment); “The © 
'The lew fe “1d 


Oomrade Bradley: The tit) 4 


Party, Certain shops 


Le 


F. joes not matter how good the front cover looks if people have the idea they are | 
-oing to get Labour Party stuff - "we have had ereough of'socialism", We think tne | 
best title would be "One WorLd*t, or perhaps ‘lw World', or any title in keeping with 

| aims, Swansea challenged Mamhester to prove that the use of the word 'scialian' 
+s misleading, These who have no knowledge of a subject are easily led but you dont 
sure that by trying to kid the politically ignorant that you are selling sanethineg / 
other than a socialist journal, If you do not like being ina socialist organis-= 
ation, hamiing socialist literature, say so, Do not disguise it, or try to kid us | 
here that if we Grop the word ‘socialist* we shall achieve the millenium, even in 

Marmhester, if you want to imrease the sales ef the "S,S" go out am try and sil | 

it or distribute it, Redbridgs was opposed to a change of title, Ballard, Publicity 

Committee, It should be obvious that the word ‘socialist’is exntirely misleading to 

thousands of people all over the world, It sither means the Labour Party, 

nationalisation, or Russian oppression, A lot of people who would be interested in a 

free society find it repellent, This is a problem we have tH deal with ami it i858 my | 

Simple, You cannot get rid of the wrd straight away, We are dealing with a histor: | 

of socialist literature, In terms of publicity initial contact with people is mos*% ) 

important. It is certainly not-wrong to try ani use words aml language which are mt 
misleading, and which are positive, With the media as it is today you have to be 
publicity conscious, Do not aliemate people in the first place by using words they 
detest. When you have gained contact then you can go into explanations as to what 

you mean, Comrade McClatchie: ‘disagreed with Comrade Ballard, When do people 
Change the nase of their paper ? When they ere going down, like the S.D.F. As to 

misleading people, I defy anybody to put forward a name which is not misleading to | 
some, In any case, how can a word which has a whole history behind it mislead? 

There is no perfect name, The “"S.S" has been the "S,S" since the beginning —- why mt | 
Carry it on ? Mid,Herts. ami Glasgow both endorsed Comrade McClatchie's view, 
Birmingham supported Ma whester, | 

Manchester: I have been accused of domg a contrick, This is not so, It is 

a matter of getting socialism over to people, to show that we are in the class 
struggle. People are divoreed from us, I have to take the’"S,S" back from shops | 

because they do not sell, I eannot ses anything objectionable in what we are | | 

sugeesting. We are only concerned with the cover am the title, not the ontents, 


Resolution carried « _ So, = o> 


eee ef 1 = or = 


Amemine nt “Lost 4=— 43 | | 


; 
Manchester *TMat the Declaration of Principles appearing in the “Soeialist Standard" . 
be reduced to the same size as that appearing On the back of the | 

Party's membership cards", | | 


Addendum; Lewisham: “and that the size of the membership card be increased to ) 
the size of the ."Socialist Standard”, 


Lewisham ; Their addendum was only put in to show how ridiculous they thought the ; 
resolution was, Manchester: We think too much space is taken up in the "S,S"- by . 
the D, of P, An article on socialism could be put in its place, Comrade Ambridge: 
Swansea: Lewisham have given the resolution what it deserves, I am not happy abeut 
the situation, I assume that the next move from Marchester or somebody else will be 
to remove it altogether, I suspect that some members of this Party think we do not 

need the D, of P, — all wo need is the Cbject, But the D, of P, has been the mearws 

of archoring this Party to its,¢@bject, Manchester We do not wish to takes the 

D, of P, out of the "S,S", only to reduce it in size, _... 4 eee 
Adde rium Lost 3 — 42 


2 Resolution _. "og ~ 43 
Edi mburgh ‘That Branches have power to produce their own Literature” of a 


Rainbureh: We are not suggesting that the B,C, has oxereisdd untue control = 4t is 
on the question.of principle, The E,C. is ignorant of local conditions am there is 
a time lag in getting literature out, Under the democratic structure of the Party 
all manbers have 6qual right to participate in Party activities, We feel there is 
mistrust regarding Brarmhes, We think that literature should not be vetted vy ee 
EC. but by the Branch, Somrade May: We have all got an equal right to take part — 
inthe wrk of the Party but I have not an equal right as an official to sit on the 
Ballot Committee, Those who have only been in the, Party a short while are not as i. 
capable of writing 4 pamphlet or an article as those who have been in the srty fo: 
a mumber of years, As a member of the Propaganda Committee, having to ser ; pes 


a? 
fe 
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+o various places, we take into account the fact that some members are not as ” 
qualified as others to put the Party's case, W,Lonion agreed with Mi nburgh, 


Lost 17 = 239 


(It was pointed out here that if the above resaluticn had been carried it would haves 
conflicted with Party rules). 


Fiinburgh; "In future more money to be spent on the cover of the "S,S" (more 
colours etc) to try to increase sales”. 


Amendment: Westminst ear "Delete ‘the cover of* and ‘(more colours etc)*", 


The point made here was that more colour inthe "S,S" am a nore attractive 
cover rather thana simple line drawing would enable the "S,S" to eompare more 
favourably with other magazinas which sell in large quantities, Comrade A,D*Arcy, 
Westminster: agreed with Edinburgh and suggested we should use photographs more and 
even a bigger issue if the occasion merits it. W,London were opposed, If the 
occasion arose when it was important to spend more money on the "S,S" this could 
always be done, There is no need for a resolution, We should not try to wmpete 
with ‘Red Moles’, Mid,Herts, supported both the resolution am the ameniment, 
Swansea; What -ocu are looking for is a short cut, You do not increase sales by 
these means, ‘is presentation is unimportant am the cover is only important when 
you go out and try to sell it. Dont lay dowm a ruling that eertain monsy mst be 
spent, If you have more money to spend do not spem it on the wver, put more in it, 
maks it larger, Glasgow; supported the resolution, 


Resolution as amended by Westminster: Carried 28 —14 


Edinburgh; “This Confereme is of the opinion that due to the mnstant late arrival 
of the "S,S" the Party look seriously into printing their own journal ani 
also find ways of improving distribution", 


Edinburgh cemplained that the "S,S" always arrives late, Comrade Buick, S.S.P.C. 

said that the reason for this has nothing to do with the printers but depended on the 
despatch of the "S,S" from H,.O. Comrade D'tArcy (E,C): We should look at the possi- 
bility of despatching the "S,.S" direct from the printers, and that the allocation of 
"S.5" intenied for @lasgow ant Edinburgh could be sent to Glasgow for. ai es 
We should also consider the possibility of despatching the "S.S" by pass 
Gan,Secretary: It isthe intention of the E,0, as soon as they aay be : 
Gommittees appointed and worki1rg, to get these Committees ee ee 
distribution to Branches and of bulk distrib one 


be a central point for Branches nearby, be entities pact 


- 


Edinburgh; § “This Gonference is of the opi: 


Edinburgh: There appears to be aifttioulty 4: § 
and the suggestion we make is that, for ox ea. 
pre-dated April, — 

Little ais 


Westminster "That in the make-up of 
consideration to the regal 


Westminster; We would like to suggest a la 
edge, and have a spine backing, so that the | 
small booklet, There should be less text pi 
paragraph comes to cnly half a page be other 
should try to give shops a better iis 

name to be used on the cover — OF 
We can only sell a small proportior 
W.H.Smiths will tell you that they w 
to push the sales of something v¥ n: ch 
and they want a qgiick turnover, You 
forlong, Regarding a spins, 
ani chapters all starting at 1 


“ae 
et <7 


considerably more, We always do give one-third distcant to the trade, In 

ection with cover designs, we ask people to submit designs and we are to sane 
tent in thelr hands, 

ther members pointed out that there are other trade channels ~ we could try 
nmublishers who sell political paper backs, A larger pamphlet would cost more but i+ 

uld be sold at a higher price, A front cover without the Party's nam on it 

uid be made quite attractive and our name could be shown on the back, The 


Publicity Committee - : on advertising, apes ing in the se}lize of 16 copies 
; a) y of the War Pamphlet t would have been better to go to Hyd rk, 


Carried 45. a 


bvansea : "That the E,C, be instructed that in future all pamphlets shall be 
produced only by the authorisation of Conference”, 


Gvansea suggested that the B,C, before it commits itself to menting a large sum of 
money should come before Conference ami explain what are the possibilities of 
selling the pamphlet, We should be sure it is a good proposition before we propose 
spemiing something like £700=1,000, ‘This would not cause delay as pamphlets take a 
long time to produce anyway, 

Some manbers opposed this as a waste of time, Conference ean decide whether or 
mt there is a need for a particular pamphlet but Conference cannot decide any 
better than the E,C, how 4+ will sell and how many copies it is advisable to print, 
Putting this responsibility on Conference will not get us Sa oat. 7 =59 - 

S = 


Camden: "That this Conference is of the opinion that the Object ani B, of P. 
should appear on all Election Statements and also in the "8,5", Pamphlets 
and statements of Party policy". 


Amer, Haringey: Delete tani Declaration of Principles", 
@amde n: The resclutien speaks for itself, Comrade Buick, The resolution goes 


too far, The Branch is in favour of the D, of P, being shown in the "5, 5*, 
Pamphlets anil even in leaflets, but the resolution commits us to having the D, of P, 
on every single leaflet aml we should be unable to publish a very short leaflet, 

The D, of P, is 270 words lon, There is no Party ruling except with regard to the 
Cbject, The E,C, should be able to use its discretion, Swarsea supported the 
resalution and opposed the amemiment, Westminster was divided on the matter, 


Amerime :t Iost 6 = 40 
Resolution Carried: __35_ = 10 
Westmi nster "This Conference, whilst recognising the desirability of contesting 
electiens, urges the E,C, and Branches to give greater consideratien to 
the Constituencies and areas to be wntested ani to the detailed 
programming of any campaign”, 


Comrade May deplored the results of the last election campaign, He thought the 
Parliamentary Committee were to some extent at fault in choosing to sontest 
S,/,London, We spent best part of £456 contesting an area which was physically 
unattractive ani politically dead, ani we thought this was a waste of money, We did 
a little better in the north, On the Saturday before the Poll there were only about 
4 members at H,0, whereas there should have been 50 or 40, The whole campaign was 
never properly plamed, In future if we are going to contest a general election we 
should be more soncerned with the area we ehoose, its geographical position, the 
availability of it for members, ani whether it is an area which has a certain 
political Lackgrouml and a political interest, But even when all these things have 
been eonsidered they will have little value if members are not prepared mM do the 
work that is imvolved, ‘omrade Buick opposed the resdlution as pious, He thought 
that Comrade May had given a misleading impression of the success Qr-failure of the 
eempaign, We all expected the election to take place in October aui mt in June as 
it turned out, ‘The Branch who ran the campaign in Hornsey, had asked permission of 
the ZC, to adopt a Parliamentary candidate over a year prior to the election, We 
were able to get letters in the press, we organined several meetings and about 14 or ) 
15 members assisted, He thought the campaign in Hormay wan well prepered, The use - sf 
of the postal distribution system should be looked at agsin~ it takes up too Buck 


aa 
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time of members, There may be better ways of campaigning, Our Branch eontributed 
about £60 towards the £350 which the campaign cost in this area, Mid Herts, also 
deplored the apathy displayed, It appeared that members wantedtoomntest but wor 
not prepared to turn out and assist in the work, 


Cther members deplored the lack of support in connection with the campaign 
(which was fully emphasised in the Parliamentary Committee's report to the E,C, at 
the timejam circulated to Branches), It was pointed out that now Rule 2 is charged 
the Party has more scope in its choice of a Constituency, One with large majorities 
means little press eoverage for a small organisation like ours, but where there are 
marginal small majorities we are likely to be taken more notice of, S6umrade Vamgd 
drew evtentinn to the Parliamentary Committee's report of the campaign which had 
confirmed Glasgow in their view that to ontest elections at the present is a waste of 
tims, considering the resources of the Party, the lack of support by members ami the 
smatl amount of propaganda you are able to do, Gomrade May: We do not say that we 
should not contest elections but that there should be a definite connection between 
the effort involved am the results we get, Literature sales in Hornsey wre 
negligible - they were not as good as one day in Hyde Fark, Outdoor meetings were 

poor am there was no canvassing and little real contact with the voters, Is it 
worth it ? I am convinced that with the support of Party members ani speakers we 
could have run 21 meetings here, speaking to live people every night, dealing with 
their questions, am I can guarantees that eur literature sales would be better than 
the combindi efforts of both Haringey am S.W.london, In 1945 we had 40 or 50 
members every night prepared to come eut and work, Young people are with us but they 
do not help and do not seem interested in selling Party literature, The choice of 
area is a secomary matter - the important thing is the anount of effart members are 
prepared to put into it, ‘the campaign last year south am north of the Thames cost 
the Party approx, £600, and I think it was largely a waste of money, The 
Parliamentary Committee should look closely at the whole question, 


a 


Carried 29 ~ 4 


ITEM for DISCUSSION 


Svansea The Cost of printing Party Ti torature ., 
There was little discussion on this, Swansea reit: oe . 
reported to the E,C, who are now investigating the mati Tr. 


out that there is not only the question of whether 
but there is a long-standing ruling of bas Party t 
T.U,. Fair List, 


ITEM for DISCUSSION 


Merseyside; hat the Party. issus more . 
Tie Branch wanted a ready stock of 
Fe: ty'ts case on particular issues = part 
ould alweys be in stock, on, Secret 
gourd their requests for more leaflets * 
from the point of view of cost, , 


ITEM for LISCUSSION 


Merseyside: "The Party organi 86 ¢ 


Comrade Carney: These oti ciaae 
than fly-posting,to get the +4 
that area, ami helps to sell c 
drafts. Comrade Weaver stre 
of no value, but "down with ¢ 

symbol vhich would identify 1 the 
Stickers cost monsy, ) be - 
sell the "S,S", Stickers are 
Party harm, ‘The Gen Wecrehe: 


li, 


" - “ue 7 2 
tion, Merseyside: 
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bE als Bad ne Oe 


——_s eo 


"This Conference recammenis the E,C, to Omanise a 
natinnal sticker campaign", Carried 17 - 6 
D The Economics of Reforms. 


, ’ 


ae Re re a” 


‘ert? 
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Mach of the discussion over thse years as to whether the Party 
support or a@ivocate reforms has been artificial - this is purely by plasing 
me ona political level, In this argument wo should obviously consider what 
s in the long run, What we should remanber is that any particular reform has 
paid for ami it has got to be paid fr by the capitalist class, Any reform 
improves the workers! stanlard of living has to be got from somewhere ~ higher 
mean lower profits, What is being said when you advocate reforms is that the 

rs, somehow or other, through the political machinery, can achieve an advantage 
‘attacking profits, This raises another issue, If the socialist amlysis is 

ect, thas the class struggle is wage on the economic field, it meam that the 


rs ean only secure higher wages by kicking the capitalist where it hurts, by 
lowering the rate of surplus value, 


-~ 
~ye 
4. 


The workers can, in some instames, gain same- 
ng on the industrial field, but politically, only if the particular reform 


s with an immediate capitalist interest am it then becomes part of the 
ruming of the capitalist system, Capitalists do not bring in reforms umer 
political pressure, Workers ask for a reform and the capitalist will say, we will 
introduce this as and vhenwe can, There is mthing militant about reformist 
activity, A reform will only be introduced when the capitalist also waits it, 
Socialists cannot give support for a good reform or a bad one, 
th 


In the long runit is 
choice of the ¢«apitalist as and when reforms can be put into eperation. 


oO 


“is a " 
Lewi sham "That this Conference endorses the E,C's 1969 Statement on Reforms 
S,W,lonéon; “That this Confereme endorses the 1969 E.Cts re~affirmation of the 
Party's case on refomism”, 
Camden “That this Gonference is satisfied that the statement on reforms arf 
Trade Unions issued by the E,C, in October 1969 accurately re-affimms 
the Party's policy”, 
(Polic 


y statements by the E,C, and Manchester Brarch), 


- ~+. o m rr. 
Addendum; Haringey "Wi 
Ee ee ere ee ee 


th the exception of the final paragraph begimming ‘furthermore’ 
which is rejected as unnecessary, ambiguous and giving an impression of hyprocrésy", 


Lewisham, The Branch were motivated by a vagueness as to why this item is being 
discussed at all, The Question of reforms is what marks out the S,P 
other political parties, 


S.P.G.B. from all 
We have consistently pointed out that as a gemuine 
socialist movement we do not advocate reforms, The statement drawn up 


by the E,C, in 
general emiorses what the S.P,G,B, has been saying since its inception in 1904, ‘the 
point is made that the 5.P,.G,B, does not, as such, Oppose social reforms, that a 
particular issue can be decided on its merits - no socialist should oppose an 
increase in the (id Age Pension - no socialist in principle can be opposed to social 
reforms, 


But whether the S.P,G,B. should advocate reforms is another question, The 
reason behim this is that it would attract non-socialists to our ranks, 


These are 
points which any member joining the Party should know, Manchester say that what 
distinguishes us from other Parties is that they never set out to be socialist in 
the first place, But this is not the issue, 


Vatchester also consider that a policy 
supporting reforms will not attract refornists, 


But Mamhester have not fllowed 


this through, It would mean that, in order to get Support for mcialian you would 
attract people who do mt know what socialism means, ' 


If we are going to support 
Trade Unions to try and improve the confitions of the working class, aoe 
support reforms of political parties ? But there is a real differe 


me betwee n the 
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struggle for reforms and the struggle for higher wages, It is itmiustrial effort 4 
that involves workers in trying to keep up their standard of living, but regarding 
political action in respect of reforms, look at the labour Party, If you play about 
with social reforms you will nn longer be a revolutionary movement, Hari 

supperted the E,C's statement with the exception of the final paragraph commencing 
tfurthermore', Does this paragraph mean that we do not use the word ‘support’? 

This is anbiguous am suggests there could be some argument on this point, 

A situation might occur where we might support a reformist policy but we were not 

going to Say so, Comrade Hardy (B.C): If a measure was put forward and socialists 
had to decide whether or not to vote fr it in the light of perhaps some temporary 
advantage to the wrking class, the real test should be, is it in line with our 

Object ? We should always bear in mim that anything which reduces the Cost of . 
living will not benefit the working class in the long run, Rent control was intro- 
duced by the Tories in the interest of the industrial capitalist and the object was 
stated to be to keep wages down, If you look at the economics of social reform you 
will find that the Party is right to stick to socialism, While you are arguing about 
the merits of particular reforms nobody will be putting the mcialist case, 

Ealing: If you are going jo advicate any kind of reform you will find yourselves 
lining up with other organisations who are also advocating this, which cuts across 
our hostility clause, We camot do this ami at the same time attack them, Comrade 
Steele; The real issue is between industrial and political action, You cannot make 
a real division between wage bargaining and T,.U. activity, There is the growing 
power of the State, Wage bargaining is declining as an instrument in the class 
struggle, 

One member stated that a politicak reform to, say inerease Old Age Pensions, is 
not the same as Trade Union activity on the industrial field over thd question of the 
division of surplus value, which goes on in spite of the attitude of any Political 
Party, Where we do not see eye to eye with Trade Unions is mt because of what they 
are doing but because they regard their activity as an object in itself, am they are 
becoming more and more reactionary, 


Haringey Addendum; Lost 15~21 


Lewl Sham Resolution Carri ae 22-10 
Camden = " 22-10 


ITEM fer DISCUSSION 


Haringey: "How should Party members ve 


Haringey: We think that part of the E,G's ot at 
deals with a hypothetical situation, We arse Go 
How should Party members vote in a local refers 


affect the interest af the working — 


1. Under all circumstances members should + 
papers when there is no socialist candid 
2. The S,P.G.B, should discuss the situati 
vote, 

3. It should be left to individual member Ss 
which way to vote, a 
The Branch is in favour ef I, 3, “2 - 
would benefit the workers as long as it 
that the Party as an organisation wa 
have to live unfer capitalism and bess 
socialists, 


- 


ITEMS for DISCUSSION 
Westminster The need fora or .€ 
aspects as state cap: 
Declaratien in fi 


Camien Are the Princip 
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jstminst as Is the D, of P, a sufficiently compreh ensi 
jostminst ars. ve am modern summary 
the Party's case for regular publication on leaflets py in the <i 


ee ee 


~~ 


‘cstminster; Some members of Westminster Bramwh feel that 

jate almost in its entirety and they see a fairly valid oak aa pl Berd « a in 
any literature published by the Party, There are others in the Prarwh who ound teat 
although the D, of P, is valid in content it is written in the language of the 20th 
cemtury, Some of our members would like to have some sort of a fortnote, not an 
addition, mainly for the benefit of young people ami new members: (1) that the 

L, of P, Was written when the Party was formed ~ two or three lines would be 
sufficient (2) that the D, nf P, although comprehensive when they were first written, 
tuiay do not touch on certain things which are of fundamental importame, both to 
members and sympathisers, The D, of P, although making correct observatiens on 
capitalism, does not mention State Capitalism, which has grown up over the past 60 
years, ‘This might be considered only as a footnote and as a — at a 
the D, of P, S,W,london were opposed to changing the D, of P, in any Shape © - 
there would be too much a ge +? vhat should go ininits place. Camlen in 
putting forward their resolution, stated they were not suggesting that the D, of P. 
is out of date but because of some of the discussions we have heard of late years we 
feel that seme members do not fully appreciate them, ‘There is not a word in the 

D, of P, which does not exist today, If you want to ald something, put that it was 
drawn up in 1904 ani that it still stands, Comrade Sawyer (E,C), We should be able 
+2 distinguish between the principles and the language in which they were written, 
The language of the D, of P, is out of date and it would be a good idea to have an 
additionel, explanatien as Westminster suggests, It would help in developing 


z st workers, ade Moss (C,B):Hull; ‘The language of 
nb Ee ae We should try to be more direct, 


is there for an addendum? 
The D, of P, is an historical document, like the Communist Manifesto, If anyone 


the D, of P, causes amsement amongst young people, o | 
People do not draw the implications cf the D, of P, easily, Comrade Zuccont , | 
like the ideas it contains, Somrade Ballard, Publicity Cttee, agreed that the form of | 

) 
4g of no importance, Today we have to be publicity conscious ami certain ideas are ) 
associated with a eertain form, One form can be associated with an antiquated organ~ 
isation and one with a modern one, The D, of P, does not distinguish us from other 
organisations, it dees not specifically deal with State Capitalism, Baldwin (E, C; 
The D, of P, has never been put forward by the Party as a lazy man's guide te end all 
future investigation and thinking, Vhat is its real function ? That is the touch- : 
stone, What has enabled us as a ready reference to assess situations ifitis mt r 
the D, of P? NM compremise, no leadership, no joining other organisations, aml the ; 
class struggle, It does not relieve us of the necessity of witing articles on 
topical subjects, The living and vibrant language of the D, of P, is infinitely 
preferable to me to mme of the language we hear today, Comrade May, winding up: 
The majority of Westminster Brarmh are not interested in altering the D, of P, I 
personally would be proud to see at the bottom of the D, of P, a statement that they 
were drawn up by the founder members of the S,P,G,B, in 1904, It would explain why 
the language is in those terms, All that some of our members wanted was a statement 
at the bottom pointing out some aspects ef capitalism, such as State Capitalism, am 
race’, | 


Redbridge's Item for Discussinn deploring the candition of the shop front at H.0O, was 
nt discussed as the Chairman pointed out that this matter was already receiving the 
attention of the E,C, 


Edinburgh's Item for Discussion regarding payment of dues was mt dealt with owing : 
to lack of tim, 


The R,C's Report to Annual Conference was adopted un the motion > 
Comrades Buick and Lawrences, 7 “= 


